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Safety Starts with You

Tips for spotting potential
electrical hazards in your home

May is Electrical
Safety Month.

#ElectricalSafetyMonth

Electricity plays many roles in our lives, from pow-
ering baby monitors, cell phones and lighting, to
running HVAC systems and appliances. No wonder
we get so comfortable with its instant availability
that when we flip a switch, we expect most sys-
tems or devices to do the job.

May is National Electrical Safety Month, and here
at Choptank Electric Cooperative, we think it's a
great time to look around your home and check for
potential safety hazards.

Remember, every electrical device has a purpose
and a service lifespan. While we can extend their
operations with maintenance and care, none of
them are designed to last or work forever. When
electricity is involved, failures can present electri-
cal hazards that might be avoided with periodic

inspections. See Safety
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Giving to Compass
Regional Hospice Creates
Positive Impact

The Choptank Electric Coopera-
tive Board of Directors voted to
donate $5,000 over the next
five years to Compass Regional
Hospice for their renovations,
additional facilities, and growing
services across the upper coun-
ties of the Eastern Shore which
include Kent, Queen Anne’s, and
Caroline Counties.

“We are proud to support such a
worthy cause that helps so many
people in our local communities,”
said Jeff Rathell, Chairman of

the Choptank Electric Board of
Directors. “Everyone has been
touched by serious illness in
some fashion, and Compass Re-
gional Hospice has helped people
during those difficult times in
their lives. As part of the Coopera-
tive’s Principles, Commitment to
Community is at the core of what
we do and this donation will give
them the opportunity to impact
our community.”

See Positive Impact
Continued on Page 4



Safety

Continued from Page 1

Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters

Outdoor outlets or those in potentially damp locations in a kitchen, bathroom,
or laundry room often include GFCI features. They are designed to sense ab-
normal current flows, breaking the circuit to prevent potential electric shocks
from devices plugged into the outlets.

The average GFCI outlet is designed to last about 10 years, but in areas prone
to electrical storms or power surges, they can wear out in five years or less.
Check them frequently by pressing the red test button. Make sure you hit

the black reset button when you are done. Contact a licensed electrician to
replace any failing GFCI outlets.

Loose or Damaged Outlets or Switches

Unstable electrical outlets or wall switches with signs of heat damage or

discoloration can offer early warnings of potential shock or electrical fire

hazards. Loose connections can allow electrical current arcing. If you see
these warning signs, it may be time to contact an electrician.

Surge Protectors

Power strips with surge protectors can help safeguard expensive equipment
like televisions, home entertainment systems, and computer components
from power spikes. Voltage spikes are measured in joules, and surge
protectors are rated for the number of joules they can effectively absorb. That
means if your surge protector is rated at 1,000 joules, it should be replaced
when it hits or passes that limit. When the limit is reached, protection stops,
and you're left with a basic power strip.

Some surge protectors include indicator lights that flicker to warn you when
they’ve stopped working as designed, but many do not. If your electrical
system takes a major hit, or if you don’t remember when you bought your
surge protector, replacement may be the best option.

Extension Cords

If you use extension cords regularly to connect devices and equipment to your
wall outlets, you may live in an underwired home. With a growing number

of electrical devices connecting your family to the electricity you get from
Choptank Electric Cooperative, having enough outlets in just the right spots
can be challenging. Remember, extension cords are designed for temporary,
occasional or periodic use.

If an extension cord gets noticeably warm when in use, it could be undersized
for the intended use. If it shows any signs of frayed, cracked or heat-damaged
insulation, it should be replaced. If the grounding prong is missing, crimped
or loose, a grounded cord will not provide the protection designed into its
performance. And always make sure that extension cords used in outdoor or
potentially damp locations are rated for exterior use.

According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, approximately
51,000 electrical fires are reported each year in the United States, causing
more than $1.3 billion in annual property damage.

Electricity is an essential necessity for modern living, and Choptank Electric
Cooperative is committed to providing safe, reliable and affordable power to
all of our members. We hope you'll keep these electrical safety tips in mind so
that you can note any potential hazards before damage occurs.
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Choptank Electric Board of Director
Retires after 21 years of Service

After 21 years of dedicated service, Francis “Sonny”

Callahan Jr., Director for Caroline County, retired

from the Choptank Electric Cooperative Board on
Tuesday, March 26, 2019.

He began his Choptank Electric career in 1965 as
a temporary staker’s helper. He became a Journey-
man Lineman in 1969 and served as a Chief Line-
man from 1973-1990. He was awarded the job of
Purchasing Agent in 1990 and retired from that
position in 1995.

Having been a Choptank Electric member since
1966, Callahan still wanted to influence the com-
pany in a positive way, so in 1998 he ran and won
the Caroline County seat for the Board of Directors.
He received his Director Gold Credentials through
the NRECA Directors Certificate Education Programs
in 2017.

“On behalf of the Board of Directors, | would like to
thank Sonny for all of his dedicated years of ser-
vice to Choptank Electric Cooperative,” said Jeffrey
Rathell, Chairman of the Board at Choptank Elec-
tric. “He was an asset to the Board and we wish him
all the best in his retirement.”

Save the Pate!

Choptank Electric will be participating at the
following events in a community near you:

* Talbot County Fair in Easton
Jul 11 - Jul 13
* Kent County Fair in Chestertown
Jul 18 - Jul 20
e Blessing of the Combines in Snow Hill
Aug 3
* Caroline & Dorchester Counties Fair in Denton
Aug 7 - Aug 10
* Wicomico County Fair in Salisbury
Aug 16 - Aug 18

We hope to see you therel



Positive Impact
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Choptank Electric
will help renovate
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at The Hope &
Healing Center in
Centreville, along
with allowing con-
struction to begin
which will add four thankful for
additional hospice | the donation
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parking, help them eft to Right - Jeffrey Rathell, Chairman of the Board and Talbot County Direc- Choptank Elec-

tor at Choptank Electric Cooperative; Francis “Sonny” Callahan, Director of

family space,

& a more conve-
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existing space, Hospice; Robert Arnold, Director of Queen Anne’s County; Heather Guerieri, said Heather
centralize ac- Executive Director at Compass Regional Hospice; Olin Davis, Director of Kent Guerieri, Execu-
cess to their Grief County, and Mike Wheatley, retired President and CEO of Choptank Electric. tive Director at
Support Services Compass Region-
Department and Hospice Center, a more personal- al Hospice. “This will allow us to help heal families
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Energy Efficiency
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